Submit form - example php
code

This article contains example of simple submit form with
control of fulfilment of all fields and valdation. For proper
testing of our code is used mercury e-mail server build in in
XAMPP environment.

Next picture show visual look of submit form frontend that use
bootstrap stylesheet downloaded from https://bootswatch.com/.

Submit form example

Your Name:

Name

Your e-mail:

ciljak@localhost.net

Please writte your mesage:

Test mesage 2

Visit us on CDesigner.eu

Example of our final submit form in php
HTML code part with submiting form consist from
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<!— HTML code containing Form for submitting —
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<!DOCTYPE html>

<html>

<head>

<title>Contact Form</title>
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<link rel="stylesheet” href=“./css/bootstrap.min.css*>
<!l-
bootstrap mini.css file —>
<link rel=“stylesheet” href="./css/style.css"“> <!— my loca
l.css file —
</head>
<body>
<nav class=“navbar navbar-default“>
<div class=“container”>
<div class=“navbar-header”>

<a class="“navbar-
brand“ href="index.php“>Submit form example</a>
</div>
</div>
</nav>
<div class=“container”>
<?php if($msg != “): 7>

<div class="alert <?php echo $msgClass; ?>“><7?php
echo $msg; 7></div>
<?php endif; 7>
<form method="“post” action=“<?php echo $ SERVER[,PHP SELF’
1; 725>
<div class=“form-group“>
<label>Your Name:</label>
<input type=“text” name=“name” class=“form-
control” value="“<?
php echo isset($ POST[,name‘]) ? $name : “;

o

7>1>
</div>
<div class=“form-group“>
<label>Your e-mail:</label>
<input type=“text” name=“email” class=“form-
control” value=“<?
php echo isset($ POST[,email‘]) ? $email : “;

i

S>>
</div>
<div class=“form-group“>
<label>Please writte your mesage:</label>
<textarea name=“message” class=“form-control“><?
php echo isset($ POST[,message’]) ? $message

;o ?></textarea>

i



</div>
<br>
<button type=“submit” name=“submit” class=“btn
btn-primary“> Send message .. </button>
</form>
</div>

<div class=“footer“>
<a class=“navbar-
brand“ href="https://cdesigner.eu”> Visit us on (CDesigner.eu <
/a>
</div>

</body>

</html>

PHP code grab $ POST[] submited variables, assign them into
php code variables and test its content against filtering
rules. First test detect content of all needed values as name,
e-mail and mesage text. Next verifies e-mail against rules
expected from valid e-mails.

If something is missing or e-mail is incorrect red (bootstrap
alerted style) highlight in outputed text is used.

Also our code test sucessfull e-mail sending, if sendig
finished correct green message display with text

$msg = ,Your e-mail has been sent’;
$msgClass = ,alert-success’;

if sending was unsuccessful red message is displayed

$msg = ,Your e-mail was not sent’;
$msgClass = ,alert-danger’;

PHP code looks like
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<!— PHP ,self” code handling e-mailing submit request —
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<!— Code remastered by cdesigner.eu along



—_>
<?php
// two variables for message and styling of the mesage wit
h bootstrap
$msg = “;
$msgClass = “;
// Control if data was submitted
if(filter has var(INPUT POST, ,submit’)){
// Data obtained from $ POST are assigned to local var
iables
$name = htmlspecialchars($ POST[,name‘]);
$email = htmlspecialchars($ POST[,email‘]);
$message = htmlspecialchars($ POST[,message’]);
// Controll if all required fields was written
if('empty($email) && 'empty($name) && !'empty($message)

// If check passed — all needed fields are written
// Check if E-mail is valid
if(filter var($email, FILTER VALIDATE EMAIL) ===
alse){
// E-mail is not walid

} else {
// E-mail is ok

$toEmail = ,ciljak@localhost.org’; ==

mail address to send to — change for your needs!!!

// Email Headers

// Additional Headers




HJ |

} else {
// Failed — if not all fields are fullfiled

BB/ / bootstrap format for allert message with red color

}
}

7>
Full example code can be obtained from from github location
https://github.com/ciljak/phpsubmit .

For proper work of this code you must use appropriate
webhosting or use XAMPP with runing mercury e-mail server.
After enabling mercury through xamp control-panel go to
administration and add new user. In our case we used account
with name ciljak. local domain aliases that are posible to use
are localhost (can not be validate with this code),
localhost.net or localhost.org. Next picture show example of
mercury enabled features in XAMPP server
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2 Mercury/32 . 2 = -
) SO : Mercury e-mail server admin console - only create new user
File Edit Cenfiguration ndow Help

I‘II‘ | | lq_‘“ 2
L i
ury POP3 Server [= @] =]
'] I MR Se (=] -
£ Mercury o EI@ Cumeht connections and status
Current connectigns and status Readh []Pause
Cunent status: Rdsd Jsers defined for this system \ddiess | Login time |]
u IP Addre Lo
Sl U = | Lo Maibox diectory
\ CRAAMPP_7_4_2020\MERCURYMAILAM
Cuinent users
Conne| [ Add
] Mercury HTTP Serkr - :I
i Current connections anl status AEVIEET &3t User :IDEHG
Cument status; Ready " postmaster  posimaster (ot |
Username | IPAddiess | L - ' lem. POP3 Server Module w462,
avad Harns, 20 Rights Reserved
I trved From the BS54 Data Security, |
Help copwight 193192 RSA Data Sect
| Ciose |

server Module v4.62.
4| Fights Feserved,

Mercuny/32 Transport System, HT TR
ICopynight [c]1993-2008, D avid Hais

E steinal sub-service 'miss' successiully Baded

Connection histoeny:
0 zec. elapsed, connection clozed Mon Aug 31 0335:14 202 A
Connection fiom 127.0.0.1. Mon Aug 31 03:37:25 2020

HELD ASUS-MS439-EVD-2

s, tamibizs, non-profit and charitable organizations may use Mercury without charge, but commercial organizations (including academic
uzing the program after B0 days evaluation. For more information, pleaze select 'Licenzing’ from the 'Help' menu above.

Thiz copy of Mercury is licensed for non-commercial use anly. Individ
institutions and government bodies) must purchase a licenze to conli

%38:52

| confg |
MySQL 11556 3206 | stop | | feomin || conmip |
FieZita Start : config ||

I WMercury 4908 = HHHE:%I' Stop Config |

Logs
Tomcat  Mercury e-mail Servér see | | Admn | | config Logs |

_EE%
%

E

<
&

;

9:06:41 [Apache] Attempting to start Apache app...
9:05:41 [mysagl] Autostart active: starting .
9.05:41 [mysql] Attempting to start MySQL app...
9:05:41 [Apache] Status change detected: running
9:06:41 [mysaql] Status change detected: running
9:31:01 [mercury] Attempting to start Mercury app. ..
9:31:02 [mercury] Status change detected: running
L
< >

Mercury e-mail server in XAMPP

For versioning of our code can be used git with github
service. Mouch simpler graphical tool for commiting changes
and share your code with team 1is gitkraken
https://www.gitkraken.com/. For further reading please wisit
next tutorial.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNgHFFfI4YE

Our project setup screen in gitkraken looks like next picture
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Setup of new project with gitkraken



